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Hair and Thread Samples

1. Take a 3 by 5 card and cut it to the size of a microscope slide.

2. Cut out the middle of the slide.

3. Put a piece of scotch tape over the hole.

4. Place a hair or thread over the hole.

5. Cover with another piece of tape.

Ideas

1. You can have students make samples of their own hair.

2. Collect samples from faculty and/staff members

a. Make a collection of evidence for each group/pair

b. Make a collection bag of suspects evidence for each group

c. Have students determine which one of suspects committed the crime.

Making fingerprints

1. Use a pencil to shade an approximate 2 cm. sq. area

2. Rub your finger pad (finger print area of your finger) on shaded pencil area

3. Stick a piece of tape on the pencil shaded finger pad.  

4. Remove the piece of tape from finger and tape it on a blank sheet of paper.

5. Do this for both hands.

6. Make sure to label with left and right. Also label with thumb, index, middle, ring, and pinky.
Ideas

1. I have students make their finger prints and classify them as arch, loop and whorl.  The internet has many examples that they can look at to determine which is which.

2. I have students turn in their prints one day.  I make Xerox copies and cut out a few of the prints from some of the students.  I tape them on a sheet, assign each print a number and call these accomplices.  I make copies of the accomplice sheets.  I pass back the prints the students made the day before and let them compare their prints to accomplice sheet to see if they can figure out if they are accomplices.  Hint: Make sure to save a key of whose prints are who.

