[image: image1.png]


Charles Flack








      Phone: 812-661-0699

HASTI Exhibits Director






      exhibits@hasti.org
1838 West Third Street







       
Jasper, IN 47546-9197

41st HASTI Conference, February 9-11, 2011
Indiana Convention Center, Indianapolis, Exhibit Hall D

Textbook Adoption Conference
June 8, 2010

Marketing Managers, Exhibits Coordinators
District Representatives and others in charge

of scheduling events

Dear Sir or Madam:

Indiana, like many other states in dire financial straits, has changed textbook adoption policies so that corporations can delay or eliminate adopting science textbooks this cycle.  In addition, the Indiana Department of Education will allow schools to purchase digital resources and other supplemental materials instead of textbooks.  The changes will allow Indiana schools, for the first time in decades, to deal with companies from across the nation on purchasing science materials to be used in the classrooms in lieu of new textbooks.
Many exhibitors provide digital materials for science and health-related courses.  A majority of Indiana students have access to computer labs and almost all schools have computers, White Boards, and projectors which can be used by teachers to facilitate instruction.  The possibility of digital resource sales to Indiana schools and teachers is greater now than ever before.

Other exhibitors provide labs, teaching kits, printed materials and other services to supplement any science curriculum.  With the push for hands-on inquiry lessons, all of these things will be needed by teachers wanting to provide differentiated instruction to their students.  Curriculums are changing and most teachers, young and old, want to use more than traditional textbooks in their classrooms.  All teachers want to be shown what is available to them from all sources.
I ask that you consider HASTI as a viable source of sales and leads for your company, group or organization.  Our annual conferences draw teachers from all levels and areas of science education, school administrators, and science professionals from many different fields.  We offer them a good mix of veteran and new exhibitors each year, along with an increasing number of exhibitor, government, university, and member workshops and sessions.  We strive to give our attendees a wide variety of information and opportunities to purchase items and services.
Our annual conferences have been very favorably compared to the other state science teachers’ conferences around the country in both attendance and content, and our textbook adoption conferences have drawn crowds that rival many NSTA area and regional events.

June 8, 2010

Attendance records at the HASTI conferences have been kept since 1984.  We have never had to cancel any of our 27 conferences, although some, like last year, have suffered in attendance due to severe winter weather.  Records show that while the first three conferences in that period drew fewer than one thousand attendees (728, 671 and 843) no other conference has had attendance below 1,000.  We have topped 2,000 attendees ten times; we were over 2,400 three times; and, our top attendance was 2,554.
The average attendance for all 27 conferences is 1,824.  The attendance average over the last ten years, even with all of the economic problems we have had, is 1,884.  Our average attendance for the last three textbook adoption conferences is 2,341.  As you can see, only a few state science education events can boast better figures than ours.
The attendance information should be interesting to you, particularly because our upcoming 2011 HASTI Conference is our Textbook Adoption Cycle Conference.  Even with the financial crisis that is facing education in Indiana, we expect a minimum of 2,000 teachers to be on hand to look at not only textbooks but also any digital or printed materials, labs and kits, educational services and any other new items that could be used in the classroom.

Our next conference will take place February 9-11, 2011.  It will be held at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis.  It will be a great time to introduce your products and services to a large number of Indiana teachers.  It could be an important introduction considering that in 2012 Indianapolis will host Super Bowl XLVI (February 5) and the NSTA National Conference (March 9-12).  
I ask that you consider the 2011 HASTI Conference when you plan your event calendar for 2011 and invite you to learn more about our organization and our conferences.  Our booth rental rates are very reasonable--$500 for one, $950 for two—and the costs for electrical, Internet, other utility hookups, as well as furnishings for your booths, are comparable to other event venues.
Please check the FAQ link to learn more about exhibiting with HASTI.

Contact me if you would like additional information about our February 9-11, 2011 conference.  I will gladly work with you to arrange a booth location that will insure that you get as much traffic as possible.
Sincerely yours,

Charles W Flack

HASTI Exhibits Director

